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       Issue Twenty Three
San Juan Builders Association
Minutes to the Board Meeting

March 18, 2009   12:00 noon at Smugglers
Board Members Attending


Members Attending




Terry Gillespie – President



Dwight Gus – Avalon Construction


Teri Williams – VP

Sandra Green – Sec Treasurer


Guests Attending
John Evans – Exec Director


Mike Stolmeier
Jeff Morris 





Leo Lambiel

The meeting was called to order by President Terry Gillespie.

Terry introduced Leo Lambiel who gave the board a summary of his recent experience with the county and their tactics to not only force him to destroy his sign at the top of his driveway, within the right of way, but also to remove a small 15 year old structure that sits between his house and the water.  Although sympathetic to his position we were not able to offer any help.
Affordable Housing Council: John talked to BIAW regarding the Washington Affordable Housing Council annual contribution.  Despite some of the language in the organizational documents that strongly suggests our participation is mandatory, it is not.  The WAHC is a PAC whose mission it is to support candidates of either party that support the housing industry.  Due to our budget situation, it was decided that we will forego our contribution this year, and concentrate our resources on local issues.
County meetings: John summarized 2 meetings the county held with “contractors that represent 80% of the construction business” in SJ County.  John and some of our members attended.  This was another effort on the county’s part to get feed back from contractors and it appeared that many of the complaints and comments from that meeting were similar to our previously identified problems.
The Marine Resource Committee, recipient of the Sustainability Grant, is putting out a publication listing green businesses and resources in San Juan County.  We have approved a $200 ad in this publication that will include a paragraph about our Association and green building and then will have a listing of our members with their phone numbers.  Jeff Morris will work on a draft of the copy for the ad and John Evans will check will Alisse to see if we can also have an article in the publication.

The Critical Areas Ordinance process is moving toward completion.  The committee has 2 more meetings in April – the 7th and 16th.  Then there will be two public hearings before a final recommendation goes to the council.  There has been little or no regard for private property rights during this process.  Although the GMA says environmental needs should be balanced with human needs, this has been ignored at all levels.  The focus has been to define as many creatures and their habitats as possible as being “critical”, thereby creating maximum restrictions upon human activity.  (An example of “takings”.) 

Non-conforming status will be given to many existing properties.  Unfortunately for the future of this county, most citizens do not realize what “non-conforming” means and how it would impact their property and their ability to make any changes or upgrades in the future.  Limitations to shoreline properties would be severe and upland properties would soon be found to be near wetlands or nesting herons or some other critical something.
Prior to the public meeting process we need to do what we can to notify and educate the public regarding this process.  John will prepare a guest editorial on this subject for the local newspapers.  And we may partner with an organization called “Citizens for Responsible Government” on a mailing to all property owners in the county, explaining the significance of these proposed rules and encouraging attendance at the public hearings
Teri Williams will email the same prepared information to the Real Estate associations in the county as they have proved to be responsive and active on these issues.

Membership: We will send Mike Stolmeier information about our Association and he will check to see about possible membership as a public utility.

Initiative Process: John has a call in to Elliott, one of the attorneys at BIAW, about a possible initiative to limit building department fees.

The next meeting will be held Wednesday, April 15, 2009, again at noon at Smugglers.


.












.
Please Note New County Phone Numbers for Orcas
The phone numbers in the Senior Center building have changed.

Building Inspector 

370-0599

Land Use Division


370-0598

.
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Erosion and Sediment Control Training
The San Juan Marine Resources Committee is using an Ecology grant to subsidize Skagit Valley College in offering local, low cost CESCL training.  The course usually costs $400 to $500 and requires an overnight stay on the mainland.  Skagit Valley College is offering 18 hours of training for $100 on April 24 – 26 so it’s a real bargain.  The course content is described below:
The course satisfies the Washington State DOE Certified Erosion and Sediment Control Lead (CESCL) training course requirement.  Participants will learn how to identify erosion and pollution control problems at construction sites, as well as the best course of action to avoid or minimize them.  They will assemble erosion and pollution control plans and explore best management practices, including proper design, installation and maintenance.  Included is a fieldtrip to observe examples of erosion and sediment control management practices.

This course is designed to certify participants to comply with DOE’s requirement for preparing a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan and also do the fieldwork that is required.  The compliance is triggered by a construction site over 1 acre.  If a site is over 5 acres more requirements and compliance is needed.

Draft Course Outline:

Overview

Background


Regulatory environment for construction sites


Environmental impact of sediment and construction pollutants


Erosion science – soil type, geology, meteorology, hydrology, topography, vegetation


Predicting soil loss 


Development of an erosion and pollution prevention plan


Review sample control plans

Exercise: erosion and pollution planning

Practices

Current erosion and pollution control practices


Methods to reduce surface erosion


Methods to control overland flow


Sediment trapping


Construction waste handling to prevent pollution

Hands on Practice (Dress for outdoor activities)


Water quality monitoring


Working with erosion and sediment control materials – quality control measures

Putting it All Together


(Virtual) fieldtrip and testing

Contact SKAGIT VALLEY COLLEGE 877-385-5360 for enrollment information.
San Juan Builders Association

PO Box 1561

Eastsound, WA  98245

Phone 360-376-8112

Fax 360-376-8112

Alt Phone 360-376-6159

Email: sjb@orcasonline.com

We're on the Web !

www.sanjuanbuilders.org
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